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 (see p.8)

Greetings all!.
Spring has finally sprung...for the most part, although this editor has fallen 
somewhat behind.  Due to circumstances beyond my control, this issue is nearly 
three weeks late.

The Spring Session is almost upon us and, as before, we’ve included the 
schedules for the rest of the year, along with upcoming SDTC Trial info and a 
reminder about the AgileDogs Agility Camp in July (p. 2).

The Brags page is next, featuring a Grand Champion (!), a dog that won his for-
ever home (♥) and 2 Barn Hunt Novice placements, along with a reprint of the 
info on the AKC Achiever Dog Program.

Speaking of Barn Hunt...Barbara Snyder and Judy Johnson each submitted 
articles with their impressions on the subject (pp. 4 & 5).  Plus, there’s info on 3 
days of trials in August (p. 4) and links to the Barn Hunt Association website and 
brochure (p. 5).  If you’re looking for something different, this is it!

It’s also listed with the other local Obedience, Rally and Agility Trials, along with 
the Woofer guidelines and schedule (p. 6).

I’ve also reprinted the updated Volunteer Policy,  along with the list of 
Volunteer Opportunities (p.7).  You can earn those volunteer hours at the 
August Obedience Trial, among other things.

Since nobody else claimed the spot, and my little Annie is never one to turn 
down the opportunity to be in the spotlight (”pet me, pet ME!!”), I decided it 
was her turn (pp. 8 & 9).  As usual, my keyboard runneth over and I had a ton of 
photos, but I needed to fill in some space anyway.  That’s my story and I’m 
sticking with it!  I did at least manage to squeeze in an offer from Motel 6 for 
AKC registrants (p. 9).

I wasn’t able to track down a charity for this issue, but innovative trainer, 
Suzanne Clothier, has a slew of articles that we have permission to reprint, so 
I’ve picked what I hope to be the first of many articles to come (p. 11).  This one .
draws inspiration from Dr. Seuss, no less... <g>

Finally, we have the Vintage Vault, with requirements for the Open Obedience 
course (p. 12).  The original wasn’t dated, but I believe it’s from around 1988, as 
per the previous entries.

Happy Training,

-Donna

From the editor’s desk...

Editor: Donna Profeta
Proofer: Betsy Moss
Oversight: Barb Snyder
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AgileDogs Agility CAMP
July 28-29, 2018

with Terri Cesarek and Lori Kline
Sugar Bush Farm, Stephentown, NY

For more information, see
http://www.agiledogs.net

NEW AKC Achiever Dog Program

The American Kennel Club is pleased to 
announce the launch of its new Achiever Dog 
certificate program.  It is designed to recognize 
those exhibitors and dogs who participate in 
multiple sports. A dog will receive an AKC 
Achiever Dog certificate when they have been 
awarded a placement or earned a qualifying 
score in three different sports. Dogs could start 
earning AKC Achiever Dog certificates as of 

December 1, 2017. 

AKC is launching the Achiever Dog as a pilot 
program. At the end of one year, all owners who 
have received a certificate will be surveyed to 
determine the success of the program. 
Opportunities for improvement will be identified 
and could lead to a more refined program which 
recognizes these versatile dogs. 

For more information, see:

http://www.akc.org/events/achiever-dog/

Member Match Scores: http://bit.do/MatchScores

New AKC Rally Signs Videos: http://bit.do/AKCRallySigns

AKC Obedience News & Updates:
http://www.akc.org/events/obedience/news-updates/

AKC Revisions to Obedience Regulations:
http://bit.do/akcObedRev_5-1-18_pdf
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Harry
by Wendy Archinal

Harry finished his Grand Championship in March. 
GCH Top Shelf's The Chosen One JH, RN, NAJ, 

NAJ, NF, NAP, NJP, OFP. 
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Booty
by Betsy Moss

We are pleased to announce that Booty, previously known as a foster 
with the Moss family, has recently won a lifetime membership to our 
household.  He is staying! 

Maxx
by Judy Johnson

Maxx earned his 3rd Q in Barn Hunt Novice with a 2nd placement.  His 
time was 44.99, also at Longlesson Farm.

Holly
by Pat Reilly

Holly took first place in Barn Hunt 
Novice, with a score of 43.16, at 
Longlesson Farm, in Buskirk, NY on 
April 14.

Upcoming SDTC Trials

August 18-19, 2018 - AKC Obedience/Rally Trials at 
Working Dogs, NY, 1451 Route 5S, Amsterdam, NY. Two 
obedience trials on Saturday and one on Sunday, to be 
held indoors. Entries opened on May 1, 2018 and will 
close August 1, 2018. The premium is available at:    
http://www.sdtcdogs.com

September 8-9, 2018 - CPE Trials, at Sugarbush Farm, 
Stephentown, NY.  Bob Domfort, chair.

November 3-4, 2018 - AKC Agility Trials, at High Goal 
Farm, Greenwich, NY.  Urszula Janicki, chair.

SDTC 2018 Training Sessions

SPRING SESSION:
Current Participant signup         5/6/18 to 5/18/18
End New Participant signup         5/18/18
Orientation                                   5/24/18
Week 1                                         5/27/18
Week 6                                        7/1/18
Makeups                                     7/8/18                                                                                                                                                                                               

MINI SESSION:
Current Participant signup           7/1/18 to 7/6/18
Week 1                                         7/15/18
Week 4                                         8/5/18
Makeups                                        None

SUMMER/FALL SESSION:
Current Participant signup            8/12/18 to 8/17/18              
End New Participant signup        8/24/18
Orientation                                   8/30/18
Week 1                                         9/2/18
Week 6                                      10/7/18
Makeups                                       10/14/18

FALL SESSION:
Current Participant signup           10/14/18 to 10/26/18    
End New Participant signup         10/19/18
Orientation                                    10/25/18
Week 1                                         10/28/18
Week 6                                         12/9/18
Makeups                                      Schedule as necessary

Dates are subject to change.  Changes will be announced.

SDTC will hold their August 
obedience/rally trials on Aug. 
18-19 at Working Dogs in 
Amsterdam. This is a new 
location for this trial. It is 
indoors and air conditioned. 
We are hoping for a good 
turnout, so get your entries in 
early. Entries open May 1. The 
premium list is on the SDTC 
website. 

In addition, we are holding a 
raffle at the trial to help defray 
costs. We are looking for new 
dog-related goods and servi-
ces, so if you have anything 
you'd like to donate, let Wendy 
know at . warchinal@gmail.com
You can also ask businesses 
you frequent if they'd like to 
donate. 

Our judges for the trials 
include: Jean Nocilly, Betsy 
Baird and Michael Mooney. 
On Sunday we will offer all 
p re fe r red  and  g radua te 
classes plus veterans and 
versatility. 

More SDTC 
August Trial Info

http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
http://preksc@nycap.rr.com
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Barn Hunt Anyone?
by Barbara Snyder

“Have you ever thought of trying Barn Hunt?” she said.

I replied, “What does it entail?”

“Your dog learns to find rats that are hidden in bales of hay.”

“You mean we actually are working to find rats?  Tell me why would I want to do anything 
with rats?”

The above is a conversation I had with a friend about a year or so ago.  I am most always 
agreeable to try something new and the opportunity to have fun with our dogs is always a plus.  A 
local kennel club had a seminar on Barn Hunt with a very good trainer and I took the leap.  Pippin 
had so much fun that we decided to try and play the game.

This activity is not the easiest to find places to practice, especially if one does not wish to begin 
collecting rats to practice with, bales of hay to practice on and a big open space to practice in.  So 
the hunt begins to find all things necessary for a good day of practice.   There is a friend in Galway 
who is able to have lessons and some of us have traveled to outside Syracuse for some private 
lessons.  All in a day's fun!

There are multiple levels of competing in Barn Hunt from Instinct thru Masters, and some additional 
games where your dog finds many rats in a shortened time.  All events are timed, higher levels 
require more time and more rats.  There is a RATCH – Rat Championship – paralleling champion-
ships in other venues, with the number of Qs a dog must earn.

Lest I have misled you, the rats are not scurrying hither and yon while your dog hunts, but are 
contained in PVC tubes, hidden between stacked bales of hay – LOTS of bales with lots of hidey 
holes.

If you think you might be interested, I suggest perhaps attending a hunt and watching what 
goes on. You can either ask some of us who trial or check with BARN HUNT ASSOCIATION, LLC, 
www.BarnHunt.com, for all the information.

This is Pippin (below) at one of the hunts we attended.  He has progressed through the classes and 
is now in Senior.  We are working on our communication with each other.  Pippin comes into the 
ring and takes inventory of where the rats are, however he does not share the information with me.  
As I am the one who must call “RAT” and give the exact location of the tube, we are in a bit of a 
stalled situation.  We will work things out, I am confident!

More Barn Hunt!
by Judy Johnson

If your dog likes to watch birds, squirrels, rabbits and chipmunks run around the 
yard, perhaps you would find barn hunting amusing, as well as get your competitive 
rush going.

Barn Hunt is an independent organization.  Their titles are recognized by AKC through 
their Title Recognition Program, from Novice and above.  If you have an AKC registered 

dog and would like to have your Barn Hunt titles show up on your AKC pedigree and in your 
official AKC record, it's easy.  Only titles of RATN and above are recognized.

Barn Hunting is a safe and fun sport for dogs and the rats are greatly cared for.  They are often 
beloved family pets. They jump eagerly into their safe, comfortable aerated tubes and truly enjoy 
interacting with the dogs.  It's a great sport for all types of dogs and people, young and old alike.

After venturing into the Rat Catcher world, I now call all critters "RAT” to get my dog excited.  Once 
we go into a barn full of bales of straw, he knows instinctively what his job entails.

It's good to practice wherever you can for this one.   It's a fun sport and you should be able to find 
places with bales, cylinders and, hopefully some noisy, smelly, cute little rats.

Dogs and handlers work as a team to locate and mark rats (which are always safely held in aerated 
tubes), hidden in a maze of straw or hay bales.

Fluffy must climb up onto a bale for the judge to declare "Climb".   He must also go through a 
tunnel, which is 18" wide, and the judge will say "Tunnel" and the rest is up to how well you can read 
your dog's signals.   He may hear the rat and his ears will twitch...or he may smell the rat and put his 
nose up real close to a cylinder – which, by the way, is covered with hay, so we can barely, if at all, 
see the cylinder.  At times your dog may step back, wag his tail or dig at the cylinder.

At the Novice level, there will be three cylinders in the area -- one with 
the rat, one with rat litter and one that’s empty (but might still smell, 
as the rats do go potty in them).

Prior to entering the test enclosure, all levels sit in a "Blind,” a 
separate area divided up for four dogs and handlers.  Passing 
people are not permitted to talk to them, so as not to give a signal 
where the rat is located.  No cell phones are permitted.   Just try not 
to go overtime.

Barn Hunt events include a pass/fail Instinct class for owners who 
want to familiarize their dog with the test.  This RATI title is not 
recognized.  There are three cylinders out in the open and it's up to 
you to determine if Fluffy is locked onto a rat… and, if so, you call 
"RAT" to stop the clock.  Oh yes, it is timed.  Lower levels have only 
one rat to find, so you have less time – 2.5 minutes usually.

Courses are made increasingly difficult by adding more 
obstacles, additional diversions and more rats to find.  
There are several types of Barn Hunt titles your dog can 
earn:

Novice Barn Hunt (RATN)

Open Barn Hunt (RATO)

Senior Barn Hunt (RATS)

Master Barn Hunt (RATM)

Barn Hunt Champion (RATCh)

Master Champion (RATChX)
ZsaZsa was introduced to barn hunting years ago and 
seemed to be above it all.

Holding Maxx in a designated area with 
no leash and my hand lightly on his 
chest.  The judge says when to release.

Photo by Jennifer Veator, JL Furtography

BARN HUNT TRIALS

Hosted by 

Rat Race 
Barn Hunt Club

August 8, 9 & 10, 2018
at Ballston Spa

Fairgrounds

1 trial on 8/8 & 8/9
2 trials on 8/10

Premium and 
additional info at:

http://bit.do/RatRaceBHdetails
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BARN HUNT ASSOC. 
Website & Brochure

www.BarnHunt.com

http://bit.do/BHbrochure

http://www.BarnHunt.com


Barn Hunt Anyone?
by Barbara Snyder

“Have you ever thought of trying Barn Hunt?” she said.

I replied, “What does it entail?”

“Your dog learns to find rats that are hidden in bales of hay.”

“You mean we actually are working to find rats?  Tell me why would I want to do anything 
with rats?”

The above is a conversation I had with a friend about a year or so ago.  I am most always 
agreeable to try something new and the opportunity to have fun with our dogs is always a plus.  A 
local kennel club had a seminar on Barn Hunt with a very good trainer and I took the leap.  Pippin 
had so much fun that we decided to try and play the game.

This activity is not the easiest to find places to practice, especially if one does not wish to begin 
collecting rats to practice with, bales of hay to practice on and a big open space to practice in.  So 
the hunt begins to find all things necessary for a good day of practice.   There is a friend in Galway 
who is able to have lessons and some of us have traveled to outside Syracuse for some private 
lessons.  All in a day's fun!

There are multiple levels of competing in Barn Hunt from Instinct thru Masters, and some additional 
games where your dog finds many rats in a shortened time.  All events are timed, higher levels 
require more time and more rats.  There is a RATCH – Rat Championship – paralleling champion-
ships in other venues, with the number of Qs a dog must earn.

Lest I have misled you, the rats are not scurrying hither and yon while your dog hunts, but are 
contained in PVC tubes, hidden between stacked bales of hay – LOTS of bales with lots of hidey 
holes.

If you think you might be interested, I suggest perhaps attending a hunt and watching what 
goes on. You can either ask some of us who trial or check with BARN HUNT ASSOCIATION, LLC, 
www.BarnHunt.com, for all the information.

This is Pippin (below) at one of the hunts we attended.  He has progressed through the classes and 
is now in Senior.  We are working on our communication with each other.  Pippin comes into the 
ring and takes inventory of where the rats are, however he does not share the information with me.  
As I am the one who must call “RAT” and give the exact location of the tube, we are in a bit of a 
stalled situation.  We will work things out, I am confident!

More Barn Hunt!
by Judy Johnson

If your dog likes to watch birds, squirrels, rabbits and chipmunks run around the 
yard, perhaps you would find barn hunting amusing, as well as get your competitive 
rush going.

Barn Hunt is an independent organization.  Their titles are recognized by AKC through 
their Title Recognition Program, from Novice and above.  If you have an AKC registered 

dog and would like to have your Barn Hunt titles show up on your AKC pedigree and in your 
official AKC record, it's easy.  Only titles of RATN and above are recognized.

Barn Hunting is a safe and fun sport for dogs and the rats are greatly cared for.  They are often 
beloved family pets. They jump eagerly into their safe, comfortable aerated tubes and truly enjoy 
interacting with the dogs.  It's a great sport for all types of dogs and people, young and old alike.

After venturing into the Rat Catcher world, I now call all critters "RAT” to get my dog excited.  Once 
we go into a barn full of bales of straw, he knows instinctively what his job entails.

It's good to practice wherever you can for this one.   It's a fun sport and you should be able to find 
places with bales, cylinders and, hopefully some noisy, smelly, cute little rats.

Dogs and handlers work as a team to locate and mark rats (which are always safely held in aerated 
tubes), hidden in a maze of straw or hay bales.

Fluffy must climb up onto a bale for the judge to declare "Climb".   He must also go through a 
tunnel, which is 18" wide, and the judge will say "Tunnel" and the rest is up to how well you can read 
your dog's signals.   He may hear the rat and his ears will twitch...or he may smell the rat and put his 
nose up real close to a cylinder – which, by the way, is covered with hay, so we can barely, if at all, 
see the cylinder.  At times your dog may step back, wag his tail or dig at the cylinder.

At the Novice level, there will be three cylinders in the area -- one with 
the rat, one with rat litter and one that’s empty (but might still smell, 
as the rats do go potty in them).

Prior to entering the test enclosure, all levels sit in a "Blind,” a 
separate area divided up for four dogs and handlers.  Passing 
people are not permitted to talk to them, so as not to give a signal 
where the rat is located.  No cell phones are permitted.   Just try not 
to go overtime.

Barn Hunt events include a pass/fail Instinct class for owners who 
want to familiarize their dog with the test.  This RATI title is not 
recognized.  There are three cylinders out in the open and it's up to 
you to determine if Fluffy is locked onto a rat… and, if so, you call 
"RAT" to stop the clock.  Oh yes, it is timed.  Lower levels have only 
one rat to find, so you have less time – 2.5 minutes usually.

Courses are made increasingly difficult by adding more 
obstacles, additional diversions and more rats to find.  
There are several types of Barn Hunt titles your dog can 
earn:

Novice Barn Hunt (RATN)

Open Barn Hunt (RATO)

Senior Barn Hunt (RATS)

Master Barn Hunt (RATM)

Barn Hunt Champion (RATCh)

Master Champion (RATChX)
ZsaZsa was introduced to barn hunting years ago and 
seemed to be above it all.

Holding Maxx in a designated area with 
no leash and my hand lightly on his 
chest.  The judge says when to release.

Photo by Jennifer Veator, JL Furtography

BARN HUNT TRIALS

Hosted by 

Rat Race 
Barn Hunt Club

August 8, 9 & 10, 2018
at Ballston Spa

Fairgrounds

1 trial on 8/8 & 8/9
2 trials on 8/10

Premium and 
additional info at:

http://bit.do/RatRaceBHdetails

4 5

BARN HUNT ASSOC. 
Website & Brochure

www.BarnHunt.com

http://bit.do/BHbrochure

http://www.BarnHunt.com


Please contact the following people for volunteer 
opportunities: 

Program: 
Donna Mowrey, scout5out@yahoo.com
 Club matches in Obedience, Rally and Agility. 
 Club picnic
 Organize community demonstrations

AKC Agility Trials (4): 
Urszula Janicki, Limitlesslabs@verizon.net
 Multiple jobs

CPE Agility Trials (2): 
Bob Domfort, agilitydog@nycap.rr.com
 Mulitple jobs 

AKC Obed/Rally Trials (3): 
Wendy Archinal, topshelfbrits@nycap.rr.com
 Multiple jobs

Agility: 
Trisha Stall, sdtctraining@agiledogs.net
 Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.
 Moving equipment from inside to outside training
  areas and vice versa at the end of the season.
 Training equipment repair, if needed.

Obedience and/or Rally  : 
Betty McGarry, (see contact info, p. 10)
 Training equipment repair, if needed. 
 Hosting run-thrus - can be scheduled at any time.

Training Council: 
Janet Moran, bsmjanet@gmail.com
 Committee to be sure supplies are on hand.

Corresponding Secretary: 
Amy Reid, aandersonreid@twc.com
 Committee to assist with mailings, renewal process.

Grounds: 
Betsy Moss, kaidijay@yahoo.com
 Club work parties for outdoor improvement  
......projects, when scheduled.  

Buildings: Jennifer Casapello, 2spots@verizon.net

Publicity: Donna Profeta,  donnaharps@aol.com
 Researching/placing postcards with area businesses.

Various times in the year there may be a need for dupli-
cating of documents used for Orientations/classes - will 
be announced.

All events will be publicized at the club, in the WOOFER 
and on our web site, .http://www.sdtcdogs.com

Featuring 
Your Dog!
Anyone who’s interested 
i n  h a v i n g  t h e i r  d o g 
featured in an upcoming 
issue of the Woofer, please 
submit at least 1 good head 
shot for the banner on the 
front page, along with a story. A 
couple (or more) of additional 
photos would be helpful as well. . . . . .

Suggestions: You can talk about how your 
furkid came to be in your life and what it was 
like when he/she first arrived, your training 
accomplishments, silly habits, easy stuff, 
hard stuff, favorite toys, what you’re partic-
ularly grateful for, etc. (please keep to 3500 
characters max). Don’t forget to include any 
registered names and titles (not included in    .
the character count) at the top.. . . .

Brags
Any accomplishments within the past year are 
acceptable and they don’t have to be titles. 
Litter announcements and adoptions count, 
as well as achieving any particular training 
milestones.

Photo Submissions
Photos should be submitted in JPG format 
(preferably at 300 dpi or more) and make 
sure you either own the rights or you have 
permission from the photographer. If not 
taken by you, please also include a brief 
statement saying that SDTC has permission 
to use said photos, along with the photogra-
pher's signature, name, and company name,  
if applicable.  .

Please either name the photos, so I know who 
they’re from and/or who’s pictured or list and 
describe them in an email.  Please DO NOT 
crop or re-size the photos.. . . .

Send submissions to: . donnaharps@aol.com  

Woofer Schedule: 
Submission dates: Jan 7, Apr 7, Jul 7 & Oct 7 

by 6:00 PM to donnaharps@aol.com 

Publishing dates: Feb 7, May 7, Aug 7, Nov 7
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OTHER LOCAL TRIALS 

6/2-3/18 GFKC AKC Rally Trials
  Glens Falls KC, Queensbury, NY

6/16-17/18   AgileDogs CPE Agility Trials
  Sugar Bush Farm, Stephentown, NY

6/23-24/18 ASCA Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

6/28 - 7/2/18  Bainbridge AKC Dog Show
(5 days) Conformation/Rally/Obed/Barn Hunt
  Glens Falls KC, Queensbury, NY 

7/7-8/18   AgileDogs USDAA Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

6/2-3/18 Stockade CPE Agility Trials
  Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY

6/16-18/18 SAAC AKC Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

6/30-7/1/18 AOC AKC Agility Trials 
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

7/28-29/18 Stockade CPE Agility Trials
  Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY

8/4-5/18   AgileDogs TDAA Agility Trials
  Berkshire County 4H, Pittsfield, MA

8/8-10/18 Rat Race Barn Hunt Trials
  Saratoga Co Fairgrds, Ballston Spa, NY

8/10-12/18 AgileDogs CPE Agility Night Trials
  Site TBD

8/25-26/18 AgileDogs Cynosport Rally Trials
  Site TBD

8/25-27/18 SAAC AKC Agility Trials
  High Goal Farm, Greenwich, NY

9/8-9/18 AOC AKC Obedience/Rally Trials
   AOC Training Center, Glenmont, NY

9/29-30/18 Stockade USDAA Agility Trials
  Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY

9/29-30/18  CPE Agility TrialAgileDogs
  4H Center, Pittsfield, MA

10/6-7/18 GCDT WCRL Rally Trials
  Good Choice Dog Training, Albany, NY  

10/20-21/18 Stockade CPE Agility Trials
  Stockade Agility, Glenville, NY 

10/26-28/18 AOC AKC Agility Trials
  Working Dogs NY, Amsterdam, NY

For additional information, see 
http://www.asca.org http://www.agiledogs.net, , 

http://www.albanyobedience.com, 
https://www.barnhunt.com 

http://www.goodchoicedogtraining.net
http://www.stockadeagility.com

https://www.southernadirondackagility.org/events

Change to Policy            

As promised at its inception, the Volunteer Hours Process was reviewed with the original 
committee.  We found that completing the tally to meet the needs of renewal of dues by the 
end of October, interfered with some club functions in November and December, thus 
possibly eliminating some earned time.  Our recommendation was sent to the Board, who 

agreed with the following amendment to the reporting process:..............................................
 

Volunteer Hours will be accumulated from NOVEMBER 1 thru OCTOBER 31 of the 
next year.  Reporting of hours is the responsibility of the individual member and may 

be done on-line to Sue Jones,  or on the approved form found jazzsunz223@yahoo.com
on our web site under forms and deposited in the box at the club.....................................

 
We feel that this will allow for the utilization of all time worked for everyone's benefit.

Barbara Snyder, President

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE

VOLUNTEER HOURS

7

August Obedience/Rally Trials Volunteers Needed

Additional stewards are needed for the August 18-19 Obedience Trials. Please indicate which trials (AM or 
PM) you are available for, as well as any class preferences, what experience you’ve had and any classes in 
which you may be showing.  Contact Shea Croop at  to volunteer or for more info. rscroop@roadrunner.com

Let’s
Help!
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Please contact the following people for volunteer 
opportunities: 

Program: 
Donna Mowrey, scout5out@yahoo.com
 Club matches in Obedience, Rally and Agility. 
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 Researching/placing postcards with area businesses.

Various times in the year there may be a need for dupli-
cating of documents used for Orientations/classes - will 
be announced.

All events will be publicized at the club, in the WOOFER 
and on our web site, .http://www.sdtcdogs.com

Featuring 
Your Dog!
Anyone who’s interested 
i n  h a v i n g  t h e i r  d o g 
featured in an upcoming 
issue of the Woofer, please 
submit at least 1 good head 
shot for the banner on the 
front page, along with a story. A 
couple (or more) of additional 
photos would be helpful as well. . . . . .

Suggestions: You can talk about how your 
furkid came to be in your life and what it was 
like when he/she first arrived, your training 
accomplishments, silly habits, easy stuff, 
hard stuff, favorite toys, what you’re partic-
ularly grateful for, etc. (please keep to 3500 
characters max). Don’t forget to include any 
registered names and titles (not included in    .
the character count) at the top.. . . .

Brags
Any accomplishments within the past year are 
acceptable and they don’t have to be titles. 
Litter announcements and adoptions count, 
as well as achieving any particular training 
milestones.

Photo Submissions
Photos should be submitted in JPG format 
(preferably at 300 dpi or more) and make 
sure you either own the rights or you have 
permission from the photographer. If not 
taken by you, please also include a brief 
statement saying that SDTC has permission 
to use said photos, along with the photogra-
pher's signature, name, and company name,  
if applicable.  .

Please either name the photos, so I know who 
they’re from and/or who’s pictured or list and 
describe them in an email.  Please DO NOT 
crop or re-size the photos.. . . .

Send submissions to: . donnaharps@aol.com  

Woofer Schedule: 
Submission dates: Jan 7, Apr 7, Jul 7 & Oct 7 

by 6:00 PM to donnaharps@aol.com 

Publishing dates: Feb 7, May 7, Aug 7, Nov 7
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 Annie ~ Annabelle, CGC 

  by Donna Profeta

Sometime in late May of 2013, a little white dog with black 
flecking and spotted ears was picked up off the streets in 
or near Shelbyville, TN, by Bedford County Animal Control.  
She was named Annie and was processed by the Middle 
Tennessee Spay and Neuter Clinic in Shelbyville.  BC Animal 
Control released her to her foster mom and Heart to Heart 
Small Dog Rescue (based out of Irvine, CA) in late November of 
that year and she was transported up to Schenectady, NY. 

'Round about the same time, my husband, 
John, had been bugging me about getting 
another dog, so he could have one and our 
little Lacy (who was obviously my dog) could 
have a buddy.  I held off for a long time, but as 
Lacy started to make progress with her fear of 
other dogs, I finally came to feel that maybe it 
would be a good thing...as long as we got a 
dog with a healthy mental state.  I also 

stipulated that John had to be involved with the training.  

After some less-than-successful meet 'n greets with several candidates, we finally chanced upon Annie.  
She looked a lot like Lacy in some of the pictures and John fell in love with her instantly, on that basis alone. 
However, the resemblance wasn't really there in real life...not that it truly mattered.  What did matter was 

that she also was afraid of dogs AND people!  Just what we didn't 
need.  But you know what they say about love being blind.  John 
wanted her BIG time and he was 
footing the bill, so I finally gave in and 
Annie came home with us on 
January 16th, 2014.  The vet thought 
she was 2 or 3 years old, so we 
decided to split it down the middle 
and celebrate her birthday on June 
16th (2011), making her nearly 7 
years old at the time of this writing. 

While Annie was at the shelter, they apparently had food available most of 
the time and she had become quite obese by the time her foster mom 
picked her up.  She described her as looking "like a sausage on stilts!"  She 
was still a bit chunky when we got her, but she quickly slimmed down to a 

svelt 15 lbs.  Within a few days of taking her in, 
however, she started throwing that extra weight around, body-slamming 
Lacy whenever she got the chance and particularly if we were giving Lacy 
attention.  I ended up body-blocking Annie and she soon realized that she 
was getting the worst of it and 
stopped.  However, she went a little 
too far the other way and wouldn't 
interact with either Lacy or me when 
we were together.  That's still not 
been entirely overcome.  

It was nearly a year (New Year's Eve 
to be exact) before Annie finally

Continued on p. 9   
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Annie
Continued from p. 8

responded to Lacy's overtures to play...for several minutes 
yet...which has rarely happened since, for any length of 
time.  Fortunately, I managed to get it on video!  To this day, 

if I'm playing tug with Lacy, Annie will drop whatever she's 
doing and grab an elk horn "button" to chew on, as a stress 

relief mechanism.  In addition, Lacy has this odd habit of 
standing on her head when she plays.  Annie doesn't quite know 

what to do with that and eventually walks away.  

She does retrieve squeaky balls for 
me and John and her speed and 
accuracy at nailing fast balls, that are 
bouncing off the hallway walls, is phenomenal, as is her ability to 
snatch little treats in mid-air, from every and all directions.  She's 
definitely the most effortlessly athletic dog we've ever had and 
she's no dummy either.  
Now... i f  I  could've just 
harnessed her penchant for 
doing zoomies on the agility 

field (in addition to bringing my abilities up to snuff), we'd have 
been a force to be reckoned with!  But, alas, due to knee and hip 

issues of mine (among other things), 
we've laid agility to rest.

I started Annie out with in-home 
training and worked with John, so 
he could handle her in her Primary 
class.  Unfortunately, due to two knee-replacement surgeries and a bad 
back, it wasn't working out very well for him (little dogs require a lot of 
bending over), so I ended up taking over thereafter.  Admittedly I had a bit of 
a hard time adapting to training her, as she didn't do much in the way of 
offering behaviors (unlike Lacy) and she tends to shut down more readily, 
but all of that has improved with time.  As is the case with Lacy, Annie LOVES 
her training sessions.  I just have to be careful to not overdo.  At our first 
Rally trial, the judge said she was, “a good little working dog.”  I’ll take it!

Adoption Date: January 16th 2014 

Likes:  Food!!!  Squeekie balls! 

Pet-Peeves:  Why would anyone want to pet or 
play with Lacy when I’m around?  

Favorite Toy:  Squeekie balls!

Favorite Food: Anything edible, including cole 
slaw! 

Favorite Walk:  Anywhere 

Favorite Demo Work:  Parades! 

Current Training:  Advanced Open and Rally Ex-
cellent (has 2 legs towards her Rally Novice title)

Worst Behaviors:  Wants whichever bed Lacy's in 
and...eats poo.

Best Behavior:  Cuddle bunny & LOVES baths!

Motel 6 offers a 10% nationwide discount to AKC Registrants
To receive the discount guests must reference the new AKC account number CPM64DOG.

100% of Motel 6 locations are Pet Friendly. Motel 6 Does NOT Charge a Pet Fee. Motel 6 Does NOT have 
weight limits on Pets. Motel 6 allows 2 pets per room.

RESERVATIONS can be made at 855-M6-4DOGS (855-664-3647), or with any Motel 6 property directly, or by 
going to:  http://bit.do/motel6-AKC 9
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Barbara Snyder
President

Marge Berrigan
Vice President

Laurie Kurtzman
Recording Secretary

Amy Anderson-Reid
Corresponding Secretary

Michelle Morgan
Treasurer

Trisha Stall
Agility

Jennifer Casapello
Buildings

Ruth Marhafer
Fund Raising

Betsy Moss
Grounds

Angela Baris
Membership

Contact: To get in touch with Board members, see the Contact page on our web site 
(below), click on the down arrow in the General Information box and select from the menu.

Club Awards
Awarded at the yearly SDTC banquet in January: . . . . . . .

Honorary Members - Nominated by the Board, 
based on membership length and service to club 
criteria.

Good Sportsmanship Award - Chosen by past 3 
years’ recipients, for good sportsmanship in all 
aspects of club endeavors.

President's Trophy - Recognition given to club 
members with highest scores in Obedience & Rally 
trials in August.

Wag Award - Earned 
by participating with 
the Club at 5 com-
munity events, such 
as nurs ing home 
visits, parades and 
demonstrations.

Visit us on the Web!
Our wonderful web site, artfully designed by Jon 
Huther, of Elite Venture Media, is chock full of 
useful information about membership, class 
schedules and descriptions, upcoming events 
and a monthly calendar, in addition to important 
documents such as membership renewal 
forms and agility field waivers. For that and 
more see:  http://www.sdtcdogs.com

 Club Library 

To borrow books or videos, contact Betty McGarry 
(see the Contact page on our web site). 

Clip art and photography credits:

All clipart downloaded from: 
http://www.pngimg.com
http://www.freepngimg.com 
http://all-free-download.com
http://nobacks.com

Except where indicated, all background 
and dog photography downloaded from: 

https://www.pexels.com

See us on Facebook!
Also designed by Jon Huther, get 
up-to-the-minute postings, join in 
on conversations and “Like Us” at: 
http://www.facebook.com/SDTCDOGS   

Board of Directors
Board meetings are held six times per year. Please see the calendar on our web site for 
important dates.  Members are welcome to bring business before the Board.  Please con-
tact the President to be added to the agenda.

Betty McGarry
Obedience

Wendy Archinal
Obedience Trial

Donna Mowrey
Programs

Donna Profeta
Publicity

Janet Moran
Training Council
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Green Eggs & Ham & Dog Training?
By Suzanne Clothier

For most dog owners, Dr. Seuss's classic tale Green Eggs & Ham seems an odd place to look for 
inspiration. But as a Greek mathematician soaking in his tub found out centuries ago, inspiration can be 
found in the most unlikely places.

Trying to make it perfectly clear that he absolutely hates green eggs and ham, Sam I Am's friend describes 
where and how he still would refuse to taste this dish:

* in a house

* with a mouse

* in a box

* with a fox

* with a goat

* on a boat and so on. . .

Looked at from a slightly different viewpoint, Green Eggs & Ham might also be an accurate reflection of 
how many dogs view responding to a command. Here's a little spoof on what a dog might say:

I do not always heed command

My dear but often silly man

I might not sit if near a goat

How could I lay down on a boat?

Perhaps I'd lay down in the house

But not if I have seen a mouse

Don't tell me "heel" when I've smelled fox

Or found the biscuits in the box

I'd find it odd to hear words said

If you were standing on your head

And wonder if "stay" means "do come here”

If you said it to me from a chair

I cannot always just obey

Whatever silly words you say

'Cause if I'm staring at the cat

I will not hear you - that is that!

It is easy to forget that we, just like our dogs, are creatures of habit. And while this is sometimes a good and 
helpful thing, it can also backfire - especially in a training situation. If we are using our bodies and/or voices 
in certain habitual ways while giving a command, the dog may depend upon ALL of those clues, even if we 
are not aware of them.

One simple and fun approach to improve your dog's response to your commands - no matter what's going 
on around him! - is to borrow ideas from Green Eggs & Ham. Ask your dog to sit here and there or 
everywhere! While you're in a chair, while you do your hair, at the store or on the shore. For 
each skill your dog has, try to find new and interesting ways and places for him to practice. 
Be patient - this may be news to him! Step back as needed to helping and rewarding, and 
take note of how much your dog may be leaning on in the cues you've provided unawares.

Very often, when we think a dog 'knows' something, we forget that this knowledge may be 
very contextual - he only knows it at home or in familiar settings, or when you're standing 
in a certain way. Take the time to lay down on some grass, stare up at the clouds, and 
put your dog through his paces. It's an eye opener to realize how patterned we are - 
and thus how patterned our dogs can become.
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Barbara Snyder
President

Marge Berrigan
Vice President

Laurie Kurtzman
Recording Secretary

Amy Anderson-Reid
Corresponding Secretary

Michelle Morgan
Treasurer

Trisha Stall
Agility

Jennifer Casapello
Buildings

Ruth Marhafer
Fund Raising

Betsy Moss
Grounds

Angela Baris
Membership

Contact: To get in touch with Board members, see the Contact page on our web site 
(below), click on the down arrow in the General Information box and select from the menu.

Club Awards
Awarded at the yearly SDTC banquet in January: . . . . . . .

Honorary Members - Nominated by the Board, 
based on membership length and service to club 
criteria.

Good Sportsmanship Award - Chosen by past 3 
years’ recipients, for good sportsmanship in all 
aspects of club endeavors.

President's Trophy - Recognition given to club 
members with highest scores in Obedience & Rally 
trials in August.

Wag Award - Earned 
by participating with 
the Club at 5 com-
munity events, such 
as nurs ing home 
visits, parades and 
demonstrations.

Visit us on the Web!
Our wonderful web site, artfully designed by Jon 
Huther, of Elite Venture Media, is chock full of 
useful information about membership, class 
schedules and descriptions, upcoming events 
and a monthly calendar, in addition to important 
documents such as membership renewal 
forms and agility field waivers. For that and 
more see:  http://www.sdtcdogs.com

 Club Library 

To borrow books or videos, contact Betty McGarry 
(see the Contact page on our web site). 

Clip art and photography credits:

All clipart downloaded from: 
http://www.pngimg.com
http://www.freepngimg.com 
http://all-free-download.com
http://nobacks.com

Except where indicated, all background 
and dog photography downloaded from: 

https://www.pexels.com

See us on Facebook!
Also designed by Jon Huther, get 
up-to-the-minute postings, join in 
on conversations and “Like Us” at: 
http://www.facebook.com/SDTCDOGS   

Board of Directors
Board meetings are held six times per year. Please see the calendar on our web site for 
important dates.  Members are welcome to bring business before the Board.  Please con-
tact the President to be added to the agenda.

Betty McGarry
Obedience

Wendy Archinal
Obedience Trial

Donna Mowrey
Programs

Donna Profeta
Publicity

Janet Moran
Training Council
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Green Eggs & Ham & Dog Training?
By Suzanne Clothier

For most dog owners, Dr. Seuss's classic tale Green Eggs & Ham seems an odd place to look for 
inspiration. But as a Greek mathematician soaking in his tub found out centuries ago, inspiration can be 
found in the most unlikely places.

Trying to make it perfectly clear that he absolutely hates green eggs and ham, Sam I Am's friend describes 
where and how he still would refuse to taste this dish:

* in a house

* with a mouse

* in a box

* with a fox

* with a goat

* on a boat and so on. . .

Looked at from a slightly different viewpoint, Green Eggs & Ham might also be an accurate reflection of 
how many dogs view responding to a command. Here's a little spoof on what a dog might say:

I do not always heed command

My dear but often silly man

I might not sit if near a goat

How could I lay down on a boat?

Perhaps I'd lay down in the house

But not if I have seen a mouse

Don't tell me "heel" when I've smelled fox

Or found the biscuits in the box

I'd find it odd to hear words said

If you were standing on your head

And wonder if "stay" means "do come here”

If you said it to me from a chair

I cannot always just obey

Whatever silly words you say

'Cause if I'm staring at the cat

I will not hear you - that is that!

It is easy to forget that we, just like our dogs, are creatures of habit. And while this is sometimes a good and 
helpful thing, it can also backfire - especially in a training situation. If we are using our bodies and/or voices 
in certain habitual ways while giving a command, the dog may depend upon ALL of those clues, even if we 
are not aware of them.

One simple and fun approach to improve your dog's response to your commands - no matter what's going 
on around him! - is to borrow ideas from Green Eggs & Ham. Ask your dog to sit here and there or 
everywhere! While you're in a chair, while you do your hair, at the store or on the shore. For 
each skill your dog has, try to find new and interesting ways and places for him to practice. 
Be patient - this may be news to him! Step back as needed to helping and rewarding, and 
take note of how much your dog may be leaning on in the cues you've provided unawares.

Very often, when we think a dog 'knows' something, we forget that this knowledge may be 
very contextual - he only knows it at home or in familiar settings, or when you're standing 
in a certain way. Take the time to lay down on some grass, stare up at the clouds, and 
put your dog through his paces. It's an eye opener to realize how patterned we are - 
and thus how patterned our dogs can become.
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~ The Vintage Vault ~  
For the fourth installment in the Vintage Vault series, we have a handout describing what might be 
covered in the Open Obedience class and/or the graduation test.  

Exercises include an off-center directed recall over a jump and a double drop on recall, using voice and 
then signal only.  There’s also a long stand/stay that includes an examination, much as would be done 
for conformation judging.

The Woofer May 201812


